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This year marks the 10th year that Rowena Chess Elementary has provided a spring carni-
val to its students and families. The theme for this year was Hawaiian and everything from 

dancing horses to staff who were suited up Hawaiian style 
to create a welcoming environment of climate of partner-
ship for families and community members who were pre-
sent. This event has always been a huge success, and each 
year it grows with more activities and more families. Many 
students and families await this fun-filled evening where 
they can play carnival games, eat a variety of vendor foods, 
visit the petting zoo section, admire the dancing horses, 
face painting, dance away to the live DJ music, or just 
simply take a family portrait. Chess offers a wide variety of 
activities so all family members can be involved in a safe 
and fun atmosphere. 

Try This Out 

Tips for Success: 
Show Appreciation 

As this school year comes 
to an end, it is important to 
recognize the hard work 
and dedication that 
members of your ATP 
team have put into making 
your  school ’s ATP 
successful this year. Here 
are some suggestions on 
ways you can recognize 
their time, effort, and 
dedication: 
 a certificate of 

appreciation 
 a thank you note/card 
 a goodie bag 
 a treat at your last ATP 

meeting 
 end of year potluck 
 recognition at an end 

of year assembly or a 
celebration 

End of Year 
Meetings  

Continuing on with 
the tradition of recognizing all 
schools for their excellent 
partnership programs, a team 
recognition will be given during 
each ATP meeting this month. 
Each team is unique, but they 
are all working towards the 
same goal of family and 
community  involvement . 
District ATP is asking for the 
first 10 minutes of your agenda 
time, to share a few words of 
appreciation. Do not forget, we 
will also be snapping a team 
photo while we are there!  
We know that many schools 
will be working hard to 
complete the ATP documents 
that are due at the end of the 
month. District ATP will be 
happy to answer any questions 
you may have at your 
meetings. We will see you 
soon! 

president was also invited to 
speak. She shared ways school 
ATPs can build relationships 
with their school PAC 
representative.  
To conclude the meeting 
during the “Voices from the 
Field,” segment chairs from 
Ochoa Middle School and 
Whittier Elementary shared 
excellent practices they are 
performing to strengthen their 
ATP partnership programs at 
their schools! Thanks ATP 
Chairs for making this year 
such a success! 

Cluster Meeting #3 
On April 7th, Action Teams for 
Partnerships (ATP) Chairs 
joined together for the last 
cluster meeting of the school 
year. This jam-packed meeting 
agenda discussed upcoming 
due dates and  valuable 
information. Chairs received 
helpful tips and tools to 
complete required documents 
and heard suggestions to 
consider as this school year 
comes to a close. 
ATP Chairs had the 
opportunity to hear guest 
speakers from 2nd Harvest of 
Tri-Cities  and Arc of Tri-Cities 
share resources and 
information. 
One ATP parent shared her 
experience at the recent Title 
1 Conference, including what 
topics were offered and what 
tools she gained by attending. 
The Parent Advisory 
Committee (PAC) vice-

Spotlight On: Chess’ 10th Annual Spring Carnival 

Connection 

During a leadership activity chairs dis-
cussed the one year plan and then creat-
ed a skit to share out with all chairs. 

Chess students having fun at a catch a 
fish station during the Spring Carnival.  



Resource Corner: A 2014 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice— 
“Discussion by and for Parents of Early Adolescents”                 

Francis Howell Middle School St. Charles, MO 

Important Dates: 
 

MACworld Academics 

McMoughlin MS 

May 15 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

 

School Carnival 

Robinson Elementary 

May 22nd  

5:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

 

No School 

Memorial Day 

May 26th 

TBD 

 

 

End of Year Program 

Markham 

June 3 

TBD 
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This section of the 2014-2015 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS Promising Partner-
ship Practices (PPP) from other districts within the network.  Ideas may be modified and easily 
adapted to enhance a school, family and community partnership program at your school.  It is our 
hope not only to highlight last year’s published schools, but to encourage others to try out new ide-
as. We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   
 

The Parent Involvement Team (PIT), teachers, and staff at Francis Howell Middle School 
decided to have a counselor led roundtable –Discussion By and For Parents of Early Ado-
lescents. The counselor offered parenting tips, strategies, importance of setting bounda-
ries for adolescents, consistency, and choices. Some examples given to parents included 
explaining to students the decisions they make, rather than saying, “because I said so.” 
Also staying consistent in parenting is key with consequences stated and sticking to them. 
During the Q & A session, parents were very open with each other during the group dis-
cussions. One parent stated, “I am not alone with issues that come up.” Based on parent 
feedback, Francis Howell will continue to host discussions on a variety of parenting topics 
and plans to have different guest speakers for each session. For those parents who can-
not attend, the plan is to videotape the presentations and share them via social media 
making them more accessible in helping parents guide their children through middle 
school.  
 

For more information and details about this original activity please 
visit the NNPS website at:  

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/PPP/2014/pdf/PPP_2014_37.pdf 

To see all other published collections please visit: 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm  

Quote of the Month:  

“Great minds discuss ideas; Average minds 

discuss events; Small minds discuss people.” 

– Eleanor Roosevelt     

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/PPP/2014/pdf/PPP_2014_37.pdf
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